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Transition Edinburgh South
Energy / Solar Advisor
Volunteer Role 
ROLE TITLE: Energy / Solar Advisor
Location: Transition Edinburgh South Offices, 5 Forrest Hill, Edinburgh.
Volunteer Mentor:  Ruth Gibson Energy Projects Officer 
Role Description

· Working with a partner to visit 10 homes, offering energy saving advice and support, and for Solar Advisors, carrying out a solar panel assessment

· Attend monthly Support Sessions on Thursday evenings from 6.30pm - 8pm

· Optional: Work with the TES Energy Action Project Team on specific areas such as communications, promotion, events, and information management. 
To enable local people to become Energy/ Solar Advisors, we offer comprehensive training in communication skills, energy awareness, optimal home insulation measures and solar panel technology (both thermal and PV). This supports the development of an active, skilled and energy-conscious community.
All training is provided at no cost to the participant on the clear understanding that participants complete a minimum number of home visits for TES. Directly incurred travel expenses will be reimbursed in line with our volunteer and staff expenses policy.
Role Purpose
TES Energy Action is a community-led project run in partnership with Transition Edinburgh Pentland (TEP) that supports local people to save energy and money at home, while making it easy to access affordable solar panels. As an Energy/Solar Advisor, you will gain practical experience in carrying out home visits, talking to people about their energy use and identifying measures suitable for their home.  You will also gain valuable knowledge: enabling you to carry out a comprehensive solar panel pre-installation assessment; identifying which (if any) solar technology is appropriate for a given home; and discussing all aspects of solar panel installation with the householder.

Time Commitment 

The first induction session will take place on Thursday 28th July, 6.30-9pm, with on-going weekly training and support sessions for 2 months. Most training will be taking place on Thursday evenings with one weekend session. For those unable to attend this forthcoming training, two further programmes will take place in September 2011 and January 2012.

Energy Advisor

Training: 3 evening trainings (3 hours each), with one practice visit, plus monthly support sessions.

Home Visits: You should carry out at least 10 home visits (approx. 45mins each) over a 3-month period

Solar Advisor                                                                                                                  

Training:  To carry out solar assessments, an additional 7 training sessions are required. These will total 20 hours, plus 10 practice home visits (approx. 45 mins each), plus monthly support sessions

Home Visits: You should carry out at least 10 home visits (approx. 45 mins each) over a 3-month period

Person Specification
Essential Skills

· Ability to communicate in a clear, professional and friendly manner
· Ability to work closely with others in a team
· Interest in energy efficiency and renewable energy issues

